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: Epilt. or St. Jobs Chap. III. ufs. latter part. 
Fir this purpoſe the Son of God was 
Worls of the Devil. 


0 5 it is our Uahaghines to live in an Age ; 
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wherein the title of the Son of God in the 

” higheſt and propereſt Notion of it is denyed 
our Lord, in the bold Theories of ſome, and the 
Treat Purpoſe of his coming inro the World contra- 
dicted, by the unſuitable Practice of more that call 
themſelves Chriſtians ; it is but a piece of Juſtice 
tothis Day, whereon we commemorate his Nativi- 


, to vindicate the Glory of his eternal God-head ; 


geinſt the Blaphemings gf thoſe, and his Religion 


rom being any way acceſfary to the looſeneſs and 
profanen is 0 theſe. r ys F143 pi wh LANSE PL 94 | 


41.5 
Fe Me ba & bas bowls unde 
Indeed theſe are neither of them new Affronts a 
w our Saviour, for quickly after he had taken out 
Mo: - 7 Wn Nature 
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A Sermon Preachd before the 


Nature upon him, there were . thoſe that would 


Men and their 


have robbed him of his own: the Myſtery of Ini. 
quity began to work even in the Apoſtles Days, in 
Oppoſition to the great Myſtery, .of Goalineſs, God 
nanifeſt in the Fleſh 3 anch in that, and , after Ages 
there aroſe up perverſe Men, that denyed, th& Divinity 
of the Lord that bought them, aſſerting him to be but 
meer Man, that there was a time when he was not, 
and that he had no Being till he was born of the 
Virgio Moy” «U 
We my i not deny our Adyerfaries. the great 
Names of Ebion, and Artemon, Paulus Samoſetanu, | 
Arins, Photinus, and others whom they copy after, 
though at the ſame time I muſt ſay, we have little 
reaſon to envy them, or they to be proud of them, 
if the Senſe of the Catholick Church * thoſe 
r Opinions may be regarded, as.it ap- 
pears notonly m'the War ky Ferdl ler Biſhok I 
and great Men, but from their Publick Acts, 
when met in Synods and Councils; notwithſtand- 
ing which Determinations, theſe wretched Opini. 


\ 


ons have been propagated in our Kingdom, aul 


% 


Language: It is ſome. time ſince the Enemy began 


to ſow his Tares in the dark, and the Factors for 
Socinianiſm endeavoured privately as they could 


find Opportunity, to inſtill their Poyſonous Errors, 
; 441 1 - SST PF. THESE (EVE © C7 1244490 
under all the artful diſguiſes with. which they cod, 
palliate them, corrupting young Stugents 9 their, 
hrſt ſetting out, poſſeſſing, them thar a Study % 
very imperfe& till furniſh'd with' a fet of the, Fu. 


es: but the Peſtilence at laſt Walle cl barclaced, iſ 
and at Noon-Day, the dreadful Blaſphemies, have I 
been publickly-afſerted and vindicated-in Swarms ot 
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mote" general ſpreading of the Contagion.” 


L And as there w 15 an ea rly Corruption of Doctrine 


among ſome pretended Chriſtians, ſo it muſt be ac- 
knowledged there was an early defection from the 
Rules relating to Practice preſcribed by our Holy Re- 
ligion, in the Lives of fome of the Profeſſors of it-: 
even of thoſe whom rhe Bleſſed Inſtitutor of it him- 
felf choſe out for his more immediate Attendants, 
one was a Devil; and in the Churches founded by 
the Apoſtles, there Were diſorderly Walkers; St. 
Paul complains pathetically, that there were » wy 
that walkt , whoſe" Bally mas their God, who' g 10+ 
ried in their Shame, who minded Farthly things, 


and the ill Effects of ſuch. Practiſes , not only 


to themſelves that were guilty of them, but to 
Chriſt and his Religion; he could not expreſs with- 
out Tears, I gell h ſays lie weoping,, they are Ene- 
mies to the Croſs of Chriſfſ ti 
The great Argument uſed by the ſubtileſt of 
thoſe 4 diſputed againſt the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, Was the unconformable practiſe of many 
that had taken that Holy profeſſion upon them, this 
is urged by Celſus, Porphyry, Julian, &c. Indeed 
the argument is not concluſive, that if Chriſt had 
taught a holy Religion, his followers would have 
led more holy lives; This is not a juſt conſequence, 
becauſe ſome. that call: themſelves - Chriſtians live 
very, looſſy and vitiouſty, therefore the Religion 
they proſeſs is not à pure and Holy inſtitution, 


| vet . th ts has often been pleaded N and {ucceed ed too. 


unliappily, to ther Scanctaſt and Reproach of thoſe 


withimthe pale ufthe Chriſtian Church, and to the 
hardmag thofe-withonr, andficir pre pu rue. and al; 
vet6 ads io it, and keeping tliom at iæ diſtanco ſtbm 
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it, and however illogical the inference may be, I 


| _ 


fear we of this Age have the leaſt reaſon of any 


ſince the firſt planting of Chriſtianity to deny the 


ing, or deſpiſing every thing whereon his Name is 


but complaints upon either of theſe heads will 


to the farther clearing of What I ſhall advance in be 


premiſes, who cannot but fee ſuch a general diſſe. 


Tution of Manners among almoſt all ſorts of Men, 
an open and avowed contempt of all that is Sacred, 
the moſt daring provocations of God by profane- 


called, his Houſe, and Day, his Miniſters and Or- 
dinances; moſt crying injuſtices againſt others by 
oppreſſing and defrauding, and moſt beaſtly abuſes 
of themſelves by intemperance and incontinence; 


ſignify little, unleſs to ſhew the reaſon, or 
indeed neceſſity that there is at ſuch a time as 
this, to aſſert the Divinity of our Lords Perſon, 

and the Holineſs of his Religion, which I ſhal! [ 
do by conſidering the two general parts of my Text, MF , 
the manifeſtation of the Son of God, and the end i x 


of that Manifeſtation. ii 0100-0 4 
In the firſt general which is all I ſhall ſpeakto 5 
at this time, are two particulars to be conſidere l. 4 

I. The Stile or Character of our Saviour, the | 
II. His Manifeſtation. * : s 
I ſhall endeavour to affert our Lords divitiity * 5 


from his Stile or Character, which is the firſt par- m 
ticular, and which I ſhall chiefly inſiſt upon, tho . 
I ſhall likewiſe briefly conſider his manifeſtation, TM ;, 
which is the ſecond, ſo far as may be uſeful either (; 


the firſt, or to lay a Foundation for that Practical 
application with which I intend to conclude the 
1 1. Iam 


re.. 1 
, wag onion org 
— — 


9 


w 
x r DDr ee ee en 88 
n é 2 4 * * kt 
np 3 LW - N ö b 
* g N N 1 7 b F - 
= % : 4 * 
: uU E E N 7 2 h 
» * 0 e b £ 11 48 2 9 
66⏑ IE Ee 2 - 4 re oe  ereTuREet oo TOP : . 
. : 3 ; 
vey" * * \ 9 uh thi , : 
* 3 5 - „ : . 
« 


truth, for there is another and higher Notion in 
which he is ſo, for two Reaſons: 1. | Becauſe hie 
was the Son of God, before that relation in any o 
thoſe ſences could take place. 2. Becauſe he is the 
Son of God in ſuch, a ſence as none of thoſe can 
1. He was the Son of God before that relation in 
any of the ſences and notions of it abovemention- 
dd could take place, and for the proof of this, omit- 
ung many other places, I ſhall produce only, the 
"Y fit Chap. of the Hb. where ſays that holy Pen- 
man, God mho at ſuntlry times and in divers manners, 


ſake in times paſt torhe Ferhers by the Propbere, bath., 
in theſe laſt Days ſpoken unto us by his Son, by whom 


(i, e. by which Son) he ade the World, which Son 
ie calls, in theſ next; Verſe, the Brightmeſs- of bis 
Fatbers Glary,, and #hexpieſe. Image of i perſam and 
en from tſie 4th Yerle to the end of the C ap he - 

| gews. 
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erent: pre ei; | — oo 
© © ſhews the excellency of that" Son above the Angels, 2 
from the much higher Names and Characters 


which are given in Scripture to him, than are given 
to the Angels: for unto which of the Angels ſaid he at 
any time thou art my Son, — And again, Iwill be to 
him a Father, and he ſhall be bo me a Son: V. 5. 
and of the Andtls he faith, who maketh his Angels Syi. 
rits, and his Miniſters a Flame of Fire, v. 7. but unto 
the Son he ſaith, thy Throne O God is for ever, v. 8. and 
thou Lord in the beginning haſt laid the Foundation 
of the Earth, and the Heavens are the work of thine 
Hands, they ſhall periſh, but thow remaineſt, and they 
all ſhall wax Old as doth a Garment, and as a Ve. 
[ture ſhalt thou fold them up and they ſhall be changed, 
but thou art the ſame , and thy Tears ſhall not fail — 
d. 10, 11, 12. Upon all which T obſerve, that 
the Son of God is He, by whom God made the | 
World, and that we might not be at a loſs, what 
World the Apoſtle meant, or what he under- 
ſtood by the making of it, or what he intended b 
the prepoſition d which we render by, (0 
whom he made, &c.) he has given us à plain explica- 
tion of the 2. v. in the 10. where he expounds the 
Worlds by the Heaven and the Earth, that Heaven 
and Earth, which as Moſes writes were made in the 
beginning, that Heaven and Earth which are ſub- 
ject to Mutation and Decay, and at laſt ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed, which cannot be meant or be true of the 
new Creation but of the old. Then for the making 
of them he explains it to be ſuch a making as im- 
plies the beginning and perfecting of them, he lad 
the Foundation, and they are the work ofhis Hands, 
laſtly for the force of the prepoſition, that that which 
is tendred (and truly) Aal might not * 1 


7 
Pg 
F 


ä ——— — — es — 
derſtood to ſignify either finally for him, or by him 
only inſtrumentally, but as by a principal and effi- 
cient cauſe, he applies thoſe words of the Pſalmiſt 
immediately to him, tho Lord haſt laid the Founda- 
tion and they are the work of thy Hands, from whence 
it is evident that the Son of God made the World, 
and conſequently was before the World was made, 
in as much as the Maker mult be before the thing 
he makes, and then it will follow that he was be- 
foreany of the aforementioned relations could take 
place, becauſe the very firſt of them commenced 
not till ſeveral thouſand years after the World 
was made: the firſt is founded in his Myſterious 
Conception and Birth, the reſt are later, his Office 
as the Meſſiah he entred not upon, till ſeveral years 
after, his Reſurrection was not till after his Death, 
and his exaltation to the right Hand of God in Hea- 
ven, was after his Reſurrection: if therefore he was 
the Son of God before the World was made, he muſt 
be ſo in ſome other notion, than thoſe which com- 
menced not till ſo many thouſand Vears after. 
2. He is the Son of God in ſuch a ſence as none 
of thoſe can account for: for he is his Only Son, he 
5 frequently Stiled in the Bible the 5 begotten 
of God, and the only begotten of the Father, and 
ſurely thoſe expreſſions muſt - exclude all others 
from beingSons in the ſame ſence that he is: But can 
any of the above named notions account for this? 
Can he be ſaid to be the only Son of God, becauſe = 
he was produced beſide the ordinary way of ge- 
neration, without a humanc Father by the imme- 
diate power of God, when Adam allo was produ- 
ed without any humane Father by the immediate 
_ 0D (J 0030 0. 
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| Sermon Preachd before the 


power of the Almighty, and is for that reaſon in 
the third Chap. of St. Luke called the Son of God ? 
Can he be ſaid to be the only Son of God becauſe 
ſeparated and ſet apart to his Offices? To his Of. 
fice of Prophet when Jeremiah was ſeparated, or ſet 
apart from the Womb to be a Prophet to the Na. 
tions? To the Office of Prieſt when Aaron and 
his Sons were hallowed or fet apart to miniſter to 


the Lord in the Priefts Office? Jo the office of | 
King when Earthly Kings and Rulers are by rea. | 
ſon of their Office and Authority derived from God, 


expreſly called the Sons of God ? Pſalm 82. 


Can he be faid to be the only Son of God becauſe: I 
raiſed by him from the Dead to Immortality? 
when 'tis as certain that God will raiſe our Bodies, 
as *tis, that he has raiſed his; He indeed is the firſt 
fruits, the firſt begotten, the firſt born from the 
Dead: but ſurely the firſt born Son cannot be fad 
to be the only Son if he has Brothers: and St. Paal. 
makes his Reſurrection ſo neceſſary an Argument 
of ours, that he concludes in 1 Cor. 15. 16. that 
if the Dead riſe not, then is not Chriſt rais'd : and he 
tells the Philipians, Phil. 3. 21. that our raiſed Bo- 
dies ſhall be made conformable to his, for he ſhall 1 
change our vile Bodies that they way be faſhioned like © 
to his Glorious Body: and this Reſurrection of our 
Bodies, which he expreſſes by the redemption of 
them (the redemption from the Grave and Death) 
he calls a voSe71z, or an Adoption, into the number 
of the Sons of God, in Rom. 8. 23. the Apoſtle faith, 
Ve groan within our ſelves, waiting for the Adoption, 
to wit, the Reſurrettion or Redemption of our Bodies. 
' Laſtly, Can lie be ſaid to be the only Son of God 
by Virtue of his Inheritance, when all Gods adopt 
DER | | ec 
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ed Children may plead a title to Sonſhip upon that 
account? So ſays the Apoſtle in the laſt mentioned 
Chap. v. 15, Cc. we have received the Spirit of A.- 


doption whereby we-cry Abba Father, the Spirit it ſelf 
bearing witneſs with our Spirits, that we are the Chil 


iren of God, and if Chilaren then Heirs, Heirs of God 


and joynt Heirs with Chriſt, if ſo be that we ſuffer with 


lim that we may be alſo glorified together. 

Since then others in all theſe ſences may plead a 
title to Sonſhip beſides (tho? not ſo eminently as) 
Chriſt, 'tis evident that none of theſe can account 
for his being the . Son, and ſince 'tis certain he 
is the ozly Son, he muſt be the Son of God in ſome 


other Notion than thoſe before named. And that 
is as he was begotten” of his Father, by a true and 


IT <5 139070: bo 
In ſpeaking to which I ſhall be ſure to keep 


the Scriptures in my Eye, which though they 


are very plain that it is fo, are but fparing in 


telling us how it is; all that we can collect from 
them, as to the manner, is little more than a 


negative ſort of knowledge, informing rather 


what it is not than what it is: but I am con- 


tent not to be wiſe above what is written, and 
ſhall always think that enough for me to know 
which God hath thought enough for him to revcal: 
To beget a Son in the proper notion of it, is to pro- 


ber duce another of the fame ſubſtance, and in the 
"I likeneſs of the Father: Now to apply this to the 


Generation of the Son of Go4, let us conſider ſome 
accounts that the Scfipture gives us of the nature 


and properties of God, and then do it in a Manner 


agreeable to his nature, and preſcinding from all 


ſuch Weakneſſes as are repugnant to his infinite 


Perfections. 13 de 


2 


f 
4 
* 
f 


= » . * 1 * « 
RS ws I Ny * 0 * — 2 64 - obs Xx. 
”— TT ——  — —— * n 5 


SR 


2 


5 
—8 IS Ci Aſi. + — 
P OH, TY To F 


8 . 214-2 
ares i 4 2 MACE — 6 tre i 4, 


- ' 


* 


= Ader mon Preach d before the a 


Ihe Scriptures are very clear that God is a Spirit, 
that lie is one God, and that he is ſrom everlaſting to 
everlaſting, the Generation therefore of the Son 
of God cannot be as in humane Generations a com- 


munication of a part of the ſubſtance of the Father 


to him, becauſe God being a Spirit has no parts 


and is incapable of diviſion; it cannot be ſuch a 


communication of the divine Nature as to make 


two God's; as when a Man begets a Son they are 


two Men, becauſe the Lord our God is one Lord and 


to us there is but one God: it cannot be a production 
in time , becauſe whatever being 1s produced in 
time, there was a time when that being was not, 


but this cannot be ſaid of God, and the Son is God, 
as we ſhall ſee from Scripture by and by. 


Again; the ſame Scripture makes a diſtinction be- 


tween Father and Son, in ſo much that the Father 
is not the Son, nor the Son the Father, it tells us of 
three that bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the Son, 
and the Spirit; that the Son, or the word was with 
God as well as God, Nay in that remarkable place 
in the tenth, St. John zo. where Chriſt aſſerts the 


Unity of their Nature, St. Athenaſius obſerves from | 


the number of the Verb, that he makes a diſtin- 


Ciion of Perſons, he does not ſay, faith he, I and my 


Father, 2 dh but ? #opsy, not am one but are on 


importing two Perſons in one nature. 


Further the Scriptures give a priority to the Father, 


not indeed of time, for then the Son would not be 
God, but of order, and in reſpect of the communica- 
tion of the God head, in as much as the Godhead was 


communicated not from the Son to the Father, but 
from the Father to the Son; hence the Father 15 
aid to be. greater than the Son, and to have life in 
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Queen on Chriſtmas Day. | 


himfelf, and that 4 4 given from him to the Ster 
Life in himſelf, and this obſervation by the way an- 


ſwers all the objections the Socinians draw from 
thoſe Seriptures, which ſpeak of the ſubordination 


ofthe Son to the Father, againſt the divinity of the 
Son. The ſumm then that we gather from the Scrip- 


ture, touching the myſterious Generation of the Son 


of God is this, that the divine nature was from 
all eternity communicated to him from the Father 
without multiplication of the Godhead, without 
diviſion of the ſubſtance, without confuſion of Per- 


ſons, with a ſubordination of the ſecond to the firſt, 
in regard not of time but of communication; by 


which generation he has the ſame eſſence with the 
Father, is God of God, God as he is, I ſhall farther 
ſhew from Scripture.  _ DON 


And here firſt let us ſee what he fays of lim- 


felt, for tho? he aves bare record of himſelf Vis 
record is true; we may reaſonably ſuppoſe that he 
who choſe to appear in ſo poor a condition, and 
live in ſuch mean circumſtances in the World, who 
affected not any thing that was great, but indultri- 
ouſly avoided all appearance of it; whoſe Doctrine 


was humility, and-whoſe Life humility, who both 


Preach'd and practiſed it in a moſt eminent degree, 


who bid his followers learn of him, who was 
week and, lowly in Heart, ſuch a one certainly 


would not only not aſſume any high Character, 


which did not belong to him, but be very care - 
ful not to give occaſion to any to think that he did, 


and very ſolicitous to undeceive them if they did 


. 


miſtake him: But what courſe did he take to 


rectify the miftake of the Jews, if it were one, ho 
in the fifth of St. John concluded from his calling 
God his Father, that he ade himſelf equal with 
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God, v.18? why truly he was fo far from doing any 
thing like it, that he anſwers them by aſſerting an 
equal power with the Father of doing all things, 
and claiming an equal ſhare with the Father of 
honour from all Men. ; Fi + 
In another Conference with the Jews in the 
10. Chap. of St. John, when he had declared that 
he and his Father were one, they immediately took 
up Stones to Stone him, and charged him with 
Blaſphemy for that he being but a. Man made 
himſelf God. Now certainly here was the time 
for him to have ſet them right, if they had miſtaken 
his meaning, and there were many Obligations 
upon him to have done it: It was what he ow'd 
to himſelf, tothe vindication of his Reputation, and 
| ſafety of his Perſon, to clear one from ſo foul an. 
Z Imputation, as the ſpeaking of Blaſphemy, and to 
{ecure the other from the furious attempts of thoſe 
Zealots: It was what he owed to theſe poor Fews, 
not to let them go away with ſo wrong a notion of 
him, and which had given them ſuch prejudices 
againſt him: And what does he fay to clear this 
Matter? Does he deny the Charge, and tell them 
ye miſtake my Meaning, I did not intend that 
I and my Father are one in Nature, but only in 
conſent and agreement ? No, but he juſtifies what he 
{aid and appeals to the works he had done to prove 
their Unity of eſſence which he had before aſſerted, 
and which he repeats again, that he was in the Fa- 
ther and the Father in him, by which Expreſſions ' | 
the Greek Fathers, who ſhould very well underſtand * 
the import of the phraſe, ſay Chriſt ſhewed rw t 
'7av/oThT® T1; e., * T le- Lyon the identity h 
or ſameneſs ofthe Deity, and Unity of the fbr 
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Truth; with pride beyond that of Lucifer, in 


affecting an equality with God when he was 


but meer Man, with being unjuſtifiably regard- 
leſs of his Credit and Life, with cruelly throwing 


2 ſtumbling Block in the way of thoſe whom he. 
pretended to convince, and proſelyte; and upon 
the whole dealing very inſincerely with them, 
we muſt own him to be God: and fo other 
Scriptures witneſs That. Particularly, St. John 20. 
28. where Thomas cryes out, not by way of 


admiration, but as the whole context plainly 


ſhews, by way of conſeſſion of his Faith in Him, 
n; Lord and my Gad, and Rom. 9. 5. where St. 


Paul calls him, who according to the fleſh, or in 
reſpect of his humane Nature deſcended from the 
Patriarchs, in regard of his divine Nature, God 


bleſſed for ever, the Fathers of whom as concerning 


the fleſh Chriſt came, who is over all God bleſſed for 


evermore ; the Title by which the one God was 


known and called among the Jews. 


And not to multiply more places, the fame St. 
Paul, in his ſpeech to the Biſhops of Aſia, whom he 
had convened at Miletus in xx Acts, charges them to 


feed the Church of God which he (i. e. God) had par- 


chaſed with his own Blood: the word Gol is allowed 
in this place to ſignifie the one ſupreme God, and 

is acknowledged that he that purchaſed his Church 
with his own Blood is that God: but then 'tis ſaid}, ., 


this may be applyed to God the Father, who tho? 


he neither ſhed, nor has any blood of his oWwÜn; yet 
5 r 


* 


and 16 the Jems undoubtedly underſtood it, who 

were fo little ſatisfied, that they ſought again to take 
him. Unleſs then we will charge our Saviour 
with want of Humility, Prudence, Charity, and 
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may be ſaid to purchaſe his Church with his own 
blood, inaſmuch as he purchaſed it with Chriſt's 


blood, for God the Father may call Chriſts blood 
his own blood upon two accounts, 1. by right of 


poſſeſſion, in that Chriſt was his, was his Lamb 


that was offered to take away the Sins of the 
World, and 20 by reaſon of his relation to him, 


in that Chriſt was his own Son, and therefore 
Chriſts blood may be faid to be God the Father's 


But to ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of this forced 


interpretation, and how differently it makes the 
Apoſtle ſpeak from all common and uſual ways of 


ſpcaking (which is argument enough againſt it) 
let us apply it to ſome other inſtances: the Man 
that brought an offering to the Lord under the Le- 
vitical diſpenſation, whether of the Herd, or Flock, 


had certainly a right to call the Bullock or Sheep 


which he offered his own, but when he laid his 
hand upon the head of the Sacrifice, and killed the 


Bullock or Sheep, and let out his blood, could it 
with any propriety of Speech be ſaid that the Sa. 


crificer had let out his own blood, becauſe the Sa- 
crifice was his own Beaſt? it might as properly 
have been ſaid, that he laid his hand upon his own 
Head, and ftruck the knife into his own breaſt, and 
in ſhort killed himſelf. 1 


Again, Abraham undoubtedly bare that relation 


to 1/Jaac, that he might well call him his own Son 
and his only Son by the free Woman. Now when 


God commanded Abraham to offer up that Son, if | 
as he intended, and was ready to have done, he 
had ſheathed the Knife in the lads Throat, could it | 
have been ſaid, becauſe Iſaac was Abraham's own 


7 0 mins Seam. oe” eas ace 


—— as «® —_— W 1 8 ation 


2 * * n 
To 1 ws * * _— 
* * * WL £. _ mY * - 
, 1. * 4 : . 4&- ” Y * * N k 


QueeN on Chriſtmas Day. 


Son, that Abraham had cut his own Throat? or 
becauſe that he had ſhed the blood of his Son, that 


he had ſhed his own blood ? no way of ſpeaking 


will allow this; and yet this is ſtill more unreaſon- 
ably applied to God and Chriſt, than to a Man 
and his Son, becauſe the Son is part of the ſubſtance 
of the Father, and the Father's blood runs in the 
Son's Veins, but this cannot be ſaid of Chriſt and 
God, for God 1s a Spirit, and has no Body, and 
blood: in fine, he that redeem'd his Church with 
his own blood, muſt be one that had blood of his 
own to ſhed ; and this we know Chriſt had and did, 
who was that great High Prieſt of ours, diſtingui- 
ſhed from the High Prieſt under the Law, in the 
9th to the Heb. by this remarkable difference, that 
the High Prieſt under the Law entered into the 


- holy place with the blood of others, v. 25. but 


Chriſt v. 12. entered into the holy place with his 
own blood, having obtained eternal Redemption for 
4s , from all which it is plain, that he that re- 
deemed the Church with his own blood is Chriſt, 
and he is here expreſly ſaid to be God, God by na- 
ture, the ſupreme God. e 5 
For that we may not miſtake him to be any 
thing leſs when he is called God, the Scriptures at- 
tribute to him not only the name, but the incom- 

municable Properties of the Godhead, Immutability, 

Omnipreſence, Omniſcience, Omni potence, and as by 
theſe Attributes he is qualified for, and capable of 


it, ſo they appoint divine Honour and Worſhip to 


be given to him: in his name we are baptized, 
in him we are to believe, to him we muſt direct 


our Prayers, and offer up our Praiſes and Thankſgi- 


vings, and in à word, him muſt a Men honoar. 
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as they do the Father, but. God had declar'd by 


the Prophet 1/aiah, that he will not give his Glory 
to another, and therefore ſince by his appoint- 
ment, his Glory is to be given to the Son, it muſt 
follow, that the Son is not another, but the ſame 
God with himſelf : if he were not, the wy, by 
enjoining Religious Worſhip to be paid him, 
would be the moſt contradictory Inſtitution that 
ever appear*d in the World, for one great deſign 
of it, was to root out that Idolatry, which had in 
a great meaſure overſpread the World , but if 


Chriſt be not God, God by Nature, the Goſpel 
is ſo far from deſtroying Idolatry, that it has given 
anew occaſion for it, by propoſing another object of 


it; for the Idolatry which St. Paal charges the Ga- 
{atians with, before their converſion to Chriſtianity 


was, that they ſerved thoſe that were not Gods by 


Natare; if therefore Chriſt be not God by Natare, 
the Goſpel by commanding us to give religious 
Worſhip to him, contradicts it ſelf, and engages 


us into an Idolatrous Practice; but the Goſpel is fafe 


enough from any ſuch imputation, and we from 
any ſuch guilt, if we will take St. John's word, 
who aſſures us, that the Son is the true God, and 
that in oppoſition to Idols, in the concluſion of this 


Epiſtle, We are in him, ſays he, that is trae, even 


in bis Son Jeſus Chriſt, this is the true God and eternal 
Life — Keep your ſelves from Idols. ' 
I have been the longer upon this point, becauſe 


it has ever been lookt upon as one of the moſt 


fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian Religion, 
caught in the Scriptures , received and aſſerted, 
by the Fathers that lived before the Council of 
Nite as well as thoſe fince, 'tis the great Encou- 
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ragement and Life of our hope, the only Foun- 
dation of our Faith in Chriſt, and ground of our 
invocation of him, who were not a proper object 
of either if he were not God: to conclude this 
head, if its being taught in plain and expreſs 
Scripture, in its Native and Unforced Meaning, 
if its being received by all the faithful from the 
Apoſtles times, if its ro” profeſſed and de- 
ſended by the Fathers, a 


gainſt the Oppoſers of it; if theſe may convince 
us, that the Divinity of the Son of God, is a 


neceſſary Article of the Chriſtian Religion, then 
I may venture to fay, that a denyer of this Ar- 
ticle and a Chriſtian are more truly a contradi- 


tion, than any that are pretended in the doctrine 


of the Three Perſons in one Eſſence, or of two 


Natures in one Perſon : which brings me from the 


_ conſideration of the Character, or Stile of our 
Saviour , which was my firſt general „ 0 ſpeak 
very briefly to his manifeſtation which is my 


ſecond. 


The Son of God was manifeſted ( ke.) he took 


our Nature upon him, and in that Nature appear'd 


in the World, Converſed and Preached, Suffered 
and Dyed; he took our whole Nature, a true Soul 


and Body, with our natural, tho? not ſinful, infir- 
mities, He was Born, He Grew and increaſed in 


Wiſdom and Stature, He Hungred and Thirſted, He 


Eat, He Drank, He Slept, He did Reaſon and Diſ- 


_ courſe, He was Glad, He Grieved, He Wept, ina 


word he was made in all things like unto us, 
ſin only excepted; this St. John expreſſeth in other 
words in his Goſpel, Chap. I. the word, the known 


flerted in Synods and 
Councils, which have denounced Azathemas a- 
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title of the Meſias among the Jews, was made fleſh. 
and dwelt among us, not made fleſh by any ſub- 
ſtantial Change, but the Son of God, who had 
a divine nature from all Eternity, did in time take. 
a humane Nature, which never ſubſiſted by it ſelf, 
into a perſonal Union with the divine; and both 
theſe natures remain without change or confuſion, 
in the one Perſon of Chriſt, who is both God 
and Man, God by Eternal Ineffable Generation, 
and Man as born in time of his Mother: 
this is indeed a great myſtery ,. and our. reaſon 
knows not how to account for it; but it is what | 
God has revealed, and therefore to be received 
by our Faith without heſitancy. St. Paul as it 
were to prepare us for fo aſtoniſhing a Doctrine, 
and to arm us againſt a ſurpriſe, prefaces it with 
n theſe words, without controverſy great is the myſtery 
| of Godlineſs, God mas manifeſted in the Fleſh , juſti- 


5 fred in the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, Preachid anto the 

; Gentiles, believed on in the World, received up into 
Glory, all and each of which particulars are fo 

| exactly and literally, verified of Chriſt, who was 

| God manifeſt in the Fleſh, who being God appeared 
== in our fleſh, and was found in Faſhion as a Man, 
| was juſtified in the Spirit, declared to be the true 
H NMaſſab, by the Spirits deſcending viſibly upon him at. 
| his Baptiſm, and by the Miracles which through # 
1 the Spirit he afterwards wrought, who was ſeen of. 
Angels, in the Wilderneſs in his agony, at his 


Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, was Preach'd wuto the 
Gentiles, by. St. Peter to Cornelius and his Family, 
by. St. Paul and the reſt of his Apoſtles, among 
other of the Heathens : was believed on in the, 
World, as it is written many believed on him, 
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ö and converts were added daily unto the Church; 


was received up into Glory at his Aſcenſion, wien 
he was taken up into Heaven, to ſit on the right | 1 
, hand of God; that one would wonder how 
N 'twere poſſible for any to apply them to any 
» other. : TN Aung ES on 
g But this Scripture, if talten in the plain and Na- 
| tural Senſe of the words, does too clearly aſſert 
the Catholick Doctrine, concerning the Son of 
God, and therefore ſome forced interpretation 
| MW muſt be found out, to apply it to God the Fa- 
cher; but how can God the Father be ſaid to be 
manifeſt in Fleſh, or received up into Glory? 
by, the Socinians tell us, that God the Father, 
.. e.) the will of God the Father, was manifeſt 
| in Fleſh, (i. e.) declared or made known by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, who were fleſh ;. and God 
the Father (i. e.) the will of God the Father, 
was received up into Glory, (i. e.) was received 
gloriouſly here below 3 by this moſt unnatural 
Expoſition , the very repetition whereof ſuffici- 
ently expoſes it, and as vain an attempt from 
ſome verſions to ſhut out the word God, a- 
gainſt the Authority of the Originals that have 
it, they endeavour to elude the force of this 
Scripture , and indeed they deal no. otherwiſe. 
with this than with other parts of thoſe Sacred 
Volumes: they have ſo ingroſſed reaſon to them- 
ſelyes, as their Predeceſſors the Gzoſticks had all. 
Knowledge, that they ſeem. not to allow any to. 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, but to diveſt him of, 
his Humanity as well as. Divinity, and to make 
him and them ſpeak as never Man ſpake; they 
put their Words and writings upon the Wrack, 
1 MY — ; 3 
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to make them own Senſes which the Holy Ghoſt 


never intended: they do upon ſlight , or no 
grounds, ſuppoſe defects or redundancies in them, 


and then arbitrarily add to, or take from them, 
as beſt ſuits their purpoſes : but their folly as to this 
having been made ſo manifeſt by a late great Biſhop 
of our Church, as 'twill be very difficult for any 
but themſelves to make it more ſo, it is to be hoped 
they will proceed no farther. © 3 

I have done with the two parts of my Text, 
our Saviour's Character, and his Manifeftation : 


ſhew?'d in what Notion he is the Son of God, and 


what is meant by his being Manifeſted, 
I proceed to apply the whole, by way of practi- 


* 


cal Inference: | 


1. And here from the conſideration of his high 


Character, as He is the Son of God, I ſhall 
infer his great condeſcenſion in' undertaking the 
merciful work of our Redemption, and the Ob- 


ligations He has by his Example laid upon all 
however raiſed above the common level, to all 


the loweſt Acts of Mercy and Charity, to any of 
their pooreſt Brethren, which their wants require, 
and their own circumſtances, will give them leave 
to perform; for what Objections can be made a- 
gainſt any perſon, or any inſtance of Kindneſs to 
him, which is not anſwered in this amazing Con. 


deſcenſion, of the great God to poor Mortals ? what 


difference as to the greatneſs of Birth, the im- 


provements of the Soul, the dignity of place, the 
largeneſs of Eſtate, and all other advantages in this 


World? What difference as to the goods of Body, 


the greateſt Man and the meaneſt, as is betwixt God 


Mind, or Fortune, can make that diſtance betwixt 


and 
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and the greateſt Man ? What terms of Enmity can 
any Perſon be upon with another, what Injury can 
he have met with, however real and greatly ag- 


gravated, comparable to thoſe provoking Affronts, 
which God had received from Man? and what 


humble Offices can any Man's Neceſſities put ano- 


ther upon ? What Stoops can he make to lift his 
Brother out of the Mire, which he that was God 
has not ſet him a pattern of, nay, has not humbled 
himſelf more, and Stooped lower for the fake of 
Man, than one Man is capable of doing for another ? 
If then he who himſelf  zhought it no robbery, 


whatever the Socinians think of it, to be equal 


nith God, if he has overlookt the diſtance between 


the Potter and the Clay, the thing framed, and 


him that formed it, the mighty Creator, and the 
work of his hands, if he has overlookt the provo- 


for their good? Has the great God emptied” him 
die 
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; 1 our Maſter freely remitted us Talents, | and 
ſhall we barbarouſly take our fellow ſervants by 
the Throat for a few pence ? did he who was rich, 


| {* our ſakes become poor, leave the glory which 


he had before the foundation of the World, and 
come down to be deſpiſed and rejected here, and 
after this can we refuſe any thing for the good 
of our Brethren ? The Son of God, Chriſt has ſet 
us an example that we ſhould follow his ſteps, why 
was humble, and of a lowly mind, who came ra. 


ther to miniſter, than to be miniſtred unto, If ſays 


he to his Diſciples after he had waſhed their feer, 
1 your Lord and Maſter have waſhed your "uy 
you ought alſo to waſh one anothers feet, for | 
have given you an example : J have now inſtrud. 
ed you by what I have done to you, how you 
ought to behave your ſelves to others, how you 


ought to miniſter in all the meaneſt Offices of Cha. 


rity to others, tho? inferior to you, as you are to me. 
2. From the manifeſtation of the Son of Go, 
(i. e.) his taking our humane Nature upon him, 
how can we but infer the high Honour done to 
our Nature, and the Engagements thereby laid 
upon us, to be very careful not to do any thing 
beneath or unworthy of that Dignity, to which 
it is advanced? we ſee how a principle of this 
kind, the conſideration that they are raiſed above 


the common Level either by Birth, Alliance, or 
Character, is apt to lay a great reſtraint upon 


ſome Perſons behaviour, upon whom conſidera- 


tions that ought to be of greater weight have 


but little force: they will pay a reſpect to their 


honour, tho? it may be not to their Conſcience, 


and however the Chriſtian be little regarded 
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they will be aſhamed of any action unbecoming 


the Gentleman: I would not be miſtaken, I am 
not againſt any Mans having a due regard to his 
Quality, and Character, I wiſh they were more 


generally conſidered by ſuch as are diſtinguiſhed 


by them, but that which T hint this for, is that 
ſince a Sence of Honour, grounded upon carnal 


reſpects and Earthly Relations, has ſuch an in- 


fluence upon Men, as in a great Meaſure to 


keep them from diſhonouring thoſe relations, by 
an unſuitable conduct, ſurely the conſideration 
that they are deſcended from Heaven, and 


nearly allyed to the Divinity, ſhould make them 
much more careful not to ſtain ſuch a Birth, 
and Allyance, with baſe and diſhonourable actions: 


Will it weigh with me, that I can derive my 
ſelf, from Anceſtors that were but Men, who 


have tranſmitted their Blood through many ge- 
nerations to me, that my Family is raifed by great 


and noble Allyances in the World? Andis it of 
no conſideration to me, that I am the ofi-ſpring 


of God, that my nature is exalted to the utmoſt 


degree of Honour, by the cloſeſt Union, a per- 
ſonal Union with the Divine? This methinks 


ſhould inſpire us with. a ſort of Holy. Pride, fet 
us above all little and ſordid Practices and make 


us, reject with Scorn and Indignation, all Temp- 
tations to any thing that is low and mean : 
ſuch a Spirit, ſuch a juſt Value for our ſelves, is 


very conſiſtent with that humble and condeſcend- 
ing temper , which I ſpake of in the laſt parti- 


cular, It is no leſſening of our. ſelyes, to diſ- 


charge all generous and Charitable Offices to 
thoſe, who partaking of the ſame common Na- 
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ture, ſhare likewiſe in the Advancement of it with 
us: but it is a great and Scandalous Degrada- 


tion of our ſelves, to ſerve the Devil and divers 


Laſts, to become Slaves to the World, and to 
our own Paſſions, which ought to be our Servants: 
when any of theſe then aſſault us, let us refle& 
how ill 1t will become us, what a reproach it 


will be to ſubmit, ſhall J proſtitute that fleſh 
which Chriſt hath aſſumed to uncleanneſs, ſhall 


T who am one fleſh with him become one with: 
the ſtrange Woman, and make his Members the 


Member of a Harlot ? ſhall T degrade that ra- 


tional Nature which He has ſo highly honour- 


ed, into the rank of Beaſts, by intemperance? 


Shall I buſie my Soul, which ought to be ſtill 
Aſpiring and Mounting up towards Heaven, 
whether He is aſcended with his, and where are 
Rivers of refined pleafures for ever, in little Plots, 
and Contrivances, how to ſcrape together a lit- 
tle Dirt here below, in Catering for ſenſual ſatis- 
factions, which Beaſts ſhare with me in? No 
my Lord, I will not affront thee ſo much, as 
thus to undervalue that Nature, thou haſt taken 
upon thee, I will have another regard for this 
Heſh, ſince the Word was made. Fleſh, and fince 
thou wert manifeſted and became in all. things 
like unto us, I will endeavour to be in all things 
like unto thee, as far as my Mortal Condition 
will permit. CV 
3. Laſtly, and to conclude, from the con- 
junction of theſe two Natures, in the one Perſon 
of Chriſt, we may ſee how perfectly he was Qua- 
fied for the diſcharge of all thoſe Offices which 


belonged to him, as the Meſſias, and this may 


give 
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give us the greateſt comfort and aſſurance in tlie 
1 Contemplation of them: as for his prophetical Of- 
- fice by virtue of which he was to teach and in- 
's ſtruct us, to lay down precepts and Rules of Life 
0 to be obſerved by all his followers, how well was 
: he qualified for this as he was God ? Infinite in 
ot Truth, Wiſdom, and Power, who therefore can- 


not impoſe upon us, in the objects of our Paith, 
who knows what is fitteſt for us to door forbear, 
who is able to inforce our Obſervation of all his 
injunctions : what an Authority does this give to 
his Doctrine? What a weight to his inſtructions. 
and precepts? But He was not only to preſcribe 
Laws to us, but likewiſe to ſet us an example of 
Obedience to thoſe Laws in his own practice, for 
in this ſence alſo He was to fallfl the Law, and 
had He been God only his example would 
have loſt much of that force, it ought to have up- 
on us, to engage us to follow it; for one great uſe 
of Examples is to convince us that the thing we 
are to undertake is feaſible, that it has been done 
already and therefore may be done again: But 
examples can have this effect only where there 
is ſomething of a parity and equality, between 
the Condition and Abilities of thoſe that went 
before, and thoſe that are to follow, and where 
there is a great difference between them, eſpecially 
an infinite diſpropoſition, there they cannot IS 


at all: for how can it convince me that a burthen 
is not too heavy for Mortal Shoulders, or an un- 


con- dertaking too hard for weak Man, becauſe he 
er ſon that is the Almighty God has born one and has 
Qua- gone through the other? But now ſince our Lord 
hich was Man alſo, did partake of the ſame Fleſh and | 
may il. _ D 2 . Blood, 
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Blood, was incompaſſed with the ſame Natural 
Weakneſs with our ſelves ; his Example hath its 
juſt weight with us in all thoſe Inſtances, wherein 
he has propoſed himſelf a Pattern to be imitated by 
us, and ought to encourage our Endeavours, by aſ- 
ſuring us that there are no Impoſſibilities required 
of us, no difficulties in our way to happineſs, but 


what are ſurmountable by the honeſt induſtri- 
ous Chriſtian, aſſiſted by that Grace which is 


ever ready to help all thoſe that ſincerely ask 


Ihen for his Prieſtly Office, in virtue of which 
he was firſt to offer himſelf a Sacrifice for the Sins 


of the whole World : Now, to make a true 


and 7 77 propitiatory Sacrifice, there muſt be 


the Death of the thing Saerificed; and without 


ſhedding of Blood, there is no Remiſſion: He then 


that would offer himſelf a Sacrifice, muſt be one 
capable of ſhedding his Blood and Dying; of 
which, he that is God only, is not capable, being 


impaſſible and immortal: But then, that this Sacri- 
fice and Oblation may be a full and perfect Satisfa- 


Aion to Infinite Juſtice, for the Sins of all Man- 


kind, it is requilite, that there ſhould be ſuch a 
Dignity 1n the Perfon, as may make his Sufferings 
of an Infinite Worth and Value, which he that is 
meer Man cannot pretend to: But now the two 
Natures, Divine and Humane, being joyned in tile 
one Perſon of Chriſt, he was fitted for this great 
Undertaking. As he was Man, he was in a capa- 


city to ſuffer, as God, able to ſatisfie: From his 


Humane Nature we are aſſured of the truth and- 
reality, from his. Divine of the worth and value of 
Waden Wine | A — 
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his Sufferings: For ſuch is the Union and Commn- 
nion of the two Natures in the one Perſon of 
Chriſt, that the Properties of each Nature do re- 

ally agree to, and are truly affirmable of the Per- 
ſon, which ſoever of the Natures the Perſon be de- 
nominated from; ſo that tho' the Godhead could 
not ſuffer, nor the Divinity die, yet it is very cer- 
tain that a Divine Perſon has died, and God ſhed 
us Blood for us; and this mult render that Blood 
and Death of an infinite Price, a ſufficient Satisfa- 
tion to an Infinite BEing, and an Equivalent for 
the Sufferings of all Mankind: And this is an un— 
moveable foundation for our Faith in his Death, and 
the Atonement wrought by it, and a ground of 
ſtrong Conſolation to us, that we were not redeemed 
with corraptible things, as with Silver and Gold, but 
with the precions Blood of Chriſt, who was God as 
well as Man. Then for the other part of his Prieſt- 
ly Office, that of interceding for us, as he is God, 
he muſt be a molt powerful Advocate, what can he 
not obtain of his Father, of himſelf tor us? And 
as Man, 42 merciful and faithful High-prieſt in 


things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for 


a gar fins, His Divinity aſſures us, that he 7s able to 
gs ſaccour and ſave all that come unto God by him; and 
18 his Humanity encourages us to make our applica- 
vo. tions to him, ſince he is not an High-prieſt that cannot: 
he' II betouched with a feeling of our Infirmities, but was in all 
at Points tempted like as we are, and therefore we may 
Ja- come with boldneſs to the 'T hrone of Grace, that we 
his ve obtain Mercy, and find Grace to help in time cf 
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Laſtly, for his Kingly Office, as God he is _ — 
tainly able to govern and protect his Subjects, and 5 


ſubdue his and their Enemies, what policy or il 
torce of Farth, or Hell, of Men, or Devils can tl 
prevail againſt God? He can defeat all their Coun. MW ” 
ſels, and break all their power: His Church is fake * 
under his Protection, and may defie the Gates of Ml * 
Hell; his Sheep can fear no evil while he is with p 
them, his Father is greater than al; and ſince he 5 
aud his Father are one, he muſt be greater than all W 
too, and none ſhall be able to pluck them out of his D 
hands, 8 th De 


What a mighty Confidence and Security muſt 11 
this give his Myſtical Body, and all the Members WW 7 


i boOlk it in all difficulties and dangers, that they have P 
1 ſuch an Head to take care of and defend them, [1 
j who, whatſoever Perſecutions threatens them, is CC 
li able to deliver them out of them, and will do ſo i 5: 


when it is not more for their advantage to be exer- 
ciſed with them, to be purified and reformed by ly 
them? The Devil, the World, and the Fleſh con- {0 


joyned, are a powerful and formidable Combinati- 9p 
on againſt us; but little Children ye are of God, “ 
and (hall overcome them for greater is he that u he 
in hon, than he that is in the World; even Death b0 
the laſt Enemy ſhall be deſtroyed by him; when lo! 
the Pains of Death ſhall get hold of us, and the ** 
Sorrows of the Grave encompaſs us, we are then nc 
Priſoners of hope, our King who has conquered I ® 
Death, and triumphed over the Grave, will not ſuf- I U 
ter them to detain us long, but will call Death to I ſtr 
an account, and the Grave to a reſtitution of every 1 


Atom committed to ir, and will raiſe again our 1 
Bodies, 1 0 
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Bodies, and unite them to their proper Souls: But 
this Reſurrection of our Bodies, and re- union of 
them to their Souls, is in order to a general Judg- 
ment which is to ſettle the eternal Condition of all 
Mankind, when this Almighty King comes to take 
an account of their Behaviour, and to reward or 
puniſh all his Subjects according to their deſerts: 
But who may abide the Day of his cominz, Or 
who may ſtand when he appeareth? A terrible 
Day indeed to all thoſe his Enemies that would 
not have this King to reign over them, whom he 
ſhall paniſh with everlaſting Deſtruction from the 
preſence of the Lord, and from the Glory of bis 
Power; Yea, even his moſt faithful Subjects, if 
they reflect upon themſelves and their Performan- 
ces, the many ſlips and failings they have been 
guilty of, the many imperfections that have attend- 
ed their beſt Services, and if they conſider him on- 
ly as an Almighty and Juſt Judge, will have rea- 
ſon to cry out, Enter not into Judgment with thy 
Servants, O Lord, for if thou ſhoulaſt be extream to 
mark what is done amiſs, who may abide it? But then 
here is their comfort, that the Son of God, who is 
to be their Judge, is the Son of May too, and there 
fore the Judgment is committed to him, becauſe he is 
the Son of Man, and then they may reaſonably 
hope, that he who is Man, and has been tempted - 
as they are, and knows the frailty of their Condi- 
tion, will not deal with them according to the 
ſtrict rigour of Juſtice, but will make all equitable 
and merciful Allowances, for the weakneſs of their 
Natures, the power of Temptation, and the Diffi- 
culties of their reſpective Circumſtances, will gra- 
ciouſſy 
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committed through Surpriſe, Ignorance, or Inf. 
mit y, and put a favourable conſtruction upon thoſe 


the Mea, who being the Eternal Son of God, was | 
as on this Day manifeſted in the Fleſh. 
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N 1 thoſe. Faults, which Tave I 


Services which were .performed i in ſi ec, tho? 
with much Weakneſs; | 


Thus we ought to rejoyce in our King „Who, as 


God, is a pow rerful King, to rule and defend us, 


and conquer our Enemies ; and as Man, a compaf. 


ſionate and merciful Judge, to try and pals Sen. 


tence upon us; thus was he fitted by the conjun. 


Cion of two Natures, Divine and Humane in one 


Perſon, to be a Prince and Saviour; thus was he 


per feckly qualified for the diſcharge of the Office of | 
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